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RICO, COLORADO: A CENTURY OF

HISTORIC ADVENTURES IN MINING -

By

B

h

- Cuarees M. Enger
' " ‘Rico, Colorado_.i}

" Reviewing the historv of .one hundred vears of mining

“in the Rocky Mountains. onc lcarns of the' monuments -
- and 'the man-mhade scars of mining booms and busts once-
_ hidden n feniote arcas of the rugged mountains of South-
 western Colorado. The dim trails- worn through the forest
wilderness by wild animals, used by Indians in their scarch

"",y-‘f'(-)_r_ food and Tater by fur trappers from the St. Louis Fur

- Company and. prospectors of a century past are today’s jecp
trails, gravcled roads and paved highwavs. The narrow gauge
railroads that once traversed fertile vallevs and chmbed
_ameng mountain ¢rags into mining camps isofated in the
wilderness were clcsfrtj)’a'c] by progress and. the passing
of timc: . . : ‘

With few exceptions old mining towns arc ghest towns:
ghosts of what thev were.- ghosts of- what thev were in-
tended: to be. The booming mining towns of the frontiers -
of vestervarr are the cultural centers and the tourst attrac-
tions of todiav: a fow survive and have retained tharr iden-
titics. Rico. Colorudo, meorporated in 1879, may be one’
of the atter, o

The Town of Rico 1s nestled near the eenter. of an:
almost isolated zroup of lngh mountain peaks knewni as the
Ricor Mountains, It lies wathin an oval area approximately
"ol dimnetar castand west and 5> miles north and
south aiens the Dolores River. Rico 15 26 nides south of
the matm? town of T dlunde aud 35 miles north of the
fanens awd stock nosnz conmmnity of Dolores on State
Hhizhwae 145 m sonthwestern Colorado.

Attention s duccted toward the historv of Rico and
the snrrinndin . area ad no attempt is made here to dis-
ciss the Zooleoy ot the distriet forther than to explim in
broct the totares af the arraundimz mountams, For that
purpose we quote from TGeology of the Rico Mountams,
Colorado™ be Whntiwan Cross and Arthur Coc S))cnccr'
SUS Gool Suvey 2 Ao Rept pte 20 pp. 716500
Quote “Hhe punapal stractiral - faature fof the Rico
Nountams o domehke uplift of sedimentary beds te-
sultiz trosadistiact vestical upthrost L the mfluence
of wihndh v dintmetlhy Inmted to the Dolores River valley

. the northesouth, diamcter of the visible dome ])c\'n'g '
about 12 ninjes” '

And trons the same report: PJolm B Farrish: - oL TFhe
clevation of the mowitains was assocuted i ats- arigin
with the ntrusion of a liccohtic mass of porphyritic diorite
wlhich mar be seen a short distance abeve town, The
amomt of the apheaval at the center of the uphift was
severad thousand feet ..o the sedmientary rocks about
Rico are stated by Farrish to be Carboniferous and Car-
bonifcrous Proper.”

“- S : -
- The Rico Mountains arc steep, gulches are deep and et
sion .gantinucs, sometimes with alarmmg speed. Much ¢
the arca is covered by landshides and dense growthg of l

quaking aspen and spruce timber which made prospecﬁng _

both-difhicult and cxpensive. , :
“In 1833 Wm. (Celoncl) Walton, a trapper from Tagy, !

- New-MMexico visited the area and it is said that he wag the
- first white man to cexplore the Dolores River valley, Cal
- Walton is rcportcd to have observed many bands of Jy, .

dians and cvidenee of old Spanish smclters in the vicipjpy

;\s-:.car'l_\' as 1560 Gus Begole prospected the Dolores‘
River valley and located some galena lodes near the Site
of Rice. The arca remained inactive until Sandy Campbcu’a
James Buchanan and William (Adebe) Brown, came intg’
the fegion. John Glasgow, Bob Snvder and Ed. Robingg,
followed and in 1569 a party on a prospecting trip vfrom
Santa Fe penctrated the arca. Jack Fecles, Joe F_carhellér,

“l'om Sager, "Finker Brown, Pony Whitmore and a man

nained Miller entered the Dolores River valley by way of
La Plata, Baker's Park {Silverton) and Trout Lake,”
Sheldon Shafer and Joe Fearheller located the Pioneer
Lodt i 1869 and when it was later developed as the
Shamrack and Potter Mines it became the first profitable
ore producing propertyv i the District. A new mining dis.
trict formed -of -the Rico Mountuns was appropriately
wimed the Pioncer Nining District, ’
" The party of prospeetors returned to Fort Pefance i
August and reported their discoveries to 15, N, Darling.
Mr: Darling and his party were swveving boundarics of
the “Ute Indian Reservation and the “Ferritory of New
Mexico- for the United States Govermment. Unable to

_participate in further exploring the Dolores River valley,
Darling assisted i orgamzing a party of hftcen men toip-
veshigate the reported discoveries. Under the direction of
Captamn Bennett and Licutenant Ford, and assisted by |
RC. Darling and J. Carev French, the fiftcen men-ex. |

plored the Rico district in the fall of 1869. Scven member
of the party spent the winter at the present site of Rico
while working thie Atlantic Cable and Dolores Claims. In
the carly spring of 1870 R..C. Darling and Faustino Calz
drone, a NMexican from Santa Te, built -adebe furnaces
(Spanish smelters) for retorting the ores from the mings.
T'lic furnaces were constructed from native matcrials which
were not suited: for the purpose and when they collapsed
after only a few months use, Darling abandoned the
project to explore west of the Dolores River in the ara
presently known as dron Gnich.

During the summer of 1870-R. C. Darling built a rather
pretentious double log cabin on the bank of Silver Creek,
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4 enticed: to-the
_pamc
iof the district. v N
e (_f)hitc'.u‘p;lrt,fmm the effect.of the panic was the ‘mz'ljor
probleny of transportation. "The Denver Pacific and” Kan-
-sas Pacific Railroads had reached Denver in 1570; but were -

' ‘thc;‘_"ﬁ:r'«s'_‘t 'pér'manc}nt structure to be, cr\'ﬂc‘c‘ted_;" on "‘lt:hg:_‘: sxte :‘0,th
Rico. Within. wecks a 'small settlenient. appeared; mining
activitics incrcased and.a’ boom scemed imminent. How- .-
antial g ide; the panic”
ling cffcct on niining througheit the San

v substintial gains had been made

sc who “had -not “alrgady: become - established
‘scck thar fortunes’ clsewhere: Manv were,
Black Thlls by the excitement -there. The

too far away to be of aid help to the problems of trans-
portation confronting the San Juan. In 1875, durine the

depression, the extension of a nulroad south and west from
Denver was i the nest stages of planning. It was a period

of. uncertaimty aiad doubt.

Geograplucallv, the lozical route into the Rico District

was-by wany of the Dolores River valley frony the south but -

to.the south there were ondy senarid wastelands infested

with Tostile Tndims- By necessity rather than by choice
~three rontes were established mto the district: Lake City -
~was athnvig, \\'g"ll stocked town ind the route from: Lake
~City via. Ourav, Ophir Pass and Trout Lake to Rico had
- advantages so Jong as it could be kept opent When heavy

snows closed the roite durmg the long winter ‘monthy -
two dess desirable toutes to the southeast were used.
- The longer of tHic two, routes Dbyawav of BearCreek was
~ abandoncdiafter several vears use hecause of the treacherous

Bear Creck ThIL A road was built along the tral from

Animas City up the dlenmosa to the divide and down ©

Scotel Creck into the Polores River vallev, tmproved in
the 80's and designated a “Toll Road it served the commu-
ity well until the Rio Grande Southern Railroad reached
Rico from the south in 1591. The OId Scotch Creck Foll

" Road and te road over Ophir Pass are open to Jedp travel

today and cach provides its own exciting trip into the past.

A pahd;émiéf view of Rico taken shbrﬂ ‘after the rér;i\'a_l";Of';th‘é Rio ;G';rahﬁe Southem ‘Railroad in 189

7 “In 1874 the first surve expedition was sent into this part

cd three véars and was detrimental to the progress

..., of the San Juan under the direction of Professor-
who named.some, of. the " principal mountain pcaks and .
-established various elevations. For the geology of the Rico
_ Mountains compiled before: the ‘turn of the century .the -

ayden-

work.of Whitman Cross and Arthur Coe Spencer lias becn

" accepted- generally as the most ‘completc and authoritative.”

“Prior to the signing of ‘the Brunot Treaty in1874, fur.
trappers and prospectors who pli¢d their trades i theSan

- Juans wcre consideréd to - be  trcspassing on Indian “terd

ritory. Following the signing of the treatv a strip-of land'in"
tlic Territorics ‘of Colorado and New Mexico was opcned
- to scttlers; incrcased activity was immediately  noticed
~ througlout the region.
Colorado, the Centennial State, was adinitted as the

© - 3S5th state of the Union in 1876; the Town of Ourav was-

“incorporated and became the County Scat of Ouray .
County; prospeeting and mining were legal in Colorado .

- and confidénce in the future of the region was. restored.

- Within two .vears -the number of prospectors in the -
Dolores River valley increased tenfold. Prospeets. that were
developed into producing mines included the Shamrock

“and Potter Tunncls, the Aztee and Dolores Mines on
Expectation Mountain and the Aflantic ‘Cable Shaft near
the conflucnee of Silver Creck and the Daolores River. John
~Glasgow discovered deposits of highgrade lead ore carrving

silver on the Black Hawke Lode on Black Hawke Moun.-
tam and soon thereafter Simon Ransom and }. C. ag-
gerty located rich deposits of carbonates of lead and silver
on Nigger Babv Hill. ' . -

News of these important discoverics spread rapidly to -
distant places but winter closed in and delayed a stampede- -
mto the arca until carly spring of 1879. Within moenths
a small scttlement of prospectors and mincrs cxploded into

1 booming mining town with an cstimated population: of
1,200 persons, - ‘

- Alexander Campbell and Charlic Humiston were claim-
ants to the site of Rico by right of first location and de-




Sandstonc \lountam from near road at base of C.H.C. Hxll Rico quadrangle DoIores County, Colorado. Pubhshed a
' figure 2 in U.S. Geological Survey Geologic Atlas, Folio 130, 1905.
Photograph b) \Vhitman Cross, U.S. Geological Survey

cided to divide their mill sites into town lots. A townsite

onc-half mile wide and one mile Jong wias laid-out along the .
‘Dolores River and the farst six h]ocks surveyed and divided”

into forty lots cach.

ln \u"mt the mmcrs held a m(.ctmo to draft local reg:
ulations. R. C. Darling was clected P esident 1 chnrnc
of Committees to serve until an clection could be held.

During its bucf lustorv the camp had been known as

C‘ll'b()n ite Citv, Dolores Citv, Doloresville and Lead City.
The name Rico. Spamsh for tich, was finallv agreed upon
and incorporation proceedings were nnmcdmtt]\ mstituted;
on October 11, 1579 the Town of Rico bcmmc thc second
incorporated town m Qurav Cmmt\

Rico was. granted a post office and a mail route was
established from Silverton via Opliir and Trout Lake: the
first issuc of the Dolores News appeared on August Zlst.
The first major sale of nuning property in the district was
recorded when Senator Jones “of Nevada and his associates
purchascd the Grand \iew and other lodes from Campbell
and Iumiston and the Ycllow Jacket and Phecnix lodcs
from John (;lasrvo\\ The pnice of the Grand View was
$60.000.00: the price of the Ycllow ]Jcht and Phoenix
lodes was not divulged.

In the first clection (special) held in'Rico in 1879 ;
Mavor, a five- member Board of Trustces zmd a Rccorder
were clected.

Dolores County;, with an arca of 950 square miles; was
created by the division-of Quray County with passage of

: House Bill No. 111 on Februarv 10, 1881 and Rxco was

made the County Seat.

By now it secmed likcly that Rico would bccome a silver
mining mctropolis; hundreds of mining claims were staked
with an unknown number of propertics producing ore. By
actual count 105 log cabins were built during one thirty
day period and business houscs inercased in numbers pro
portionately with the population.

Beginning with the incorporation of Rico in 1879 unt]
the carly 1590s Rico showed a steady growth despite the
many problems. Activity: was limited duc to the lack of
adequate transportation; light and power were nonexistent
and communications were unsatisfactory. Supplies were
freighted into Rico from Roekwood at a cost of $12:00 per
ton; ores were “shipped” by packtrain-and wagon to the
end of the railroad, thenee to the smelters in Denver of
Pucblo at an adidtional cost of $8.00 per ton.

The Rio Grande Southern Railroad was incorporated &
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a capitalization of $5,000,000.00 by Otto Mears, Governor

Cooper, Senator Taylor, M. D. Thatcher and Associates

in 1889 and construction of the line was pushed towards
Rico from the south. . '

Significant in the history of Rico are the discoveries of

" ore deposits which stimulated the development of the

- district. A strike of rich gold ore in the Johnny Bull Shaft
“in 1880 created a hotbed of activity in Horse Gulch that-

Jasted for vears after the last of the $100,000.00 pipe of gold
“:-had been mined; subsequently an- equivalent value in gold
" was mined from the Puzzle Shaft one‘mile up Horse Gulch.

‘(See U.S. Geol. Surv. 2lst Ann. Rept., Pl XXXVIIL, View . -

~* of Horse Creek from C. H. C: Hill).

..C.H. C: He met defeat in his first attempt to sink a shaft

-when' the’ constant movement of the la_ridslidé:in-;which
=1 Jie was working twisted -and pulled -the: timbers ‘out :of - -
. ;.fp]umb. (See-U.S. Geol. Survév.22nd Ann, Rept., PI.XVII,.

Tree split by recent landslide: movemment, upper limit of

~ €. H: C: Hill). A morc desirable location ‘néarby proved

o fruiitful and the C. H. C. claim became one, of th first pro-
~+-ducers in that area; thus the iame C:'H: C. Hill. Mines -
 that contributed to the prospenity of Rico from that vicin--

ti-were the Gen. Logdn )
jin - Springs, MWellington;: Premier,
ouis.and othcrs. -~ ¢ PR

The west face of Dolores Mountain:was"

“Gen. Sherthan; Princeton; Mou
1 Il

tive in muning and public life in Rico. The list of mines

on Newman Hill that contributed to the cconomy of Rico - .

and the District is endless. Probably the greatest single
impact on mming in the Rico District was the djSCO\'cr}'
of the Enterpnise. Contact in 1887, '

David Swickhimer had bought a onc-half interest in the

Enterpnise from George Barlow and agreed to develop the

~ property for an additional onc-quarter mterest. - o
The Swickhimer Storv from Riches to Rags to Riches

(with many vanations ) 1s familiar to all who have heard or

* read about Rico. Dive Swickhimer was versatile; he was a
" capable mincr, a shrewd business man, well known . and
~respected. When he hought an interest in the Enterprisc

he had no thonght of becoming caught ina web of eir- -

*camstances that would lead im to the brink of ruination:
Soon after a shaft was started on the Enterprise it -be-
came necessary to de’ considérable work on cach of the

clums n the -group to aviid getting caught in a squeeze

between other property claimants. Cost of operation was

several times more than had been anticipated and funds.

dwindled- rapidly: at the same time mincralization. and

“small stringers of ore in the shaft encouraged continuation. -

All of the Swickhimer savings were invested in the project;
credit. with the merchants became “strained . and. finally
stopped entircly. A. S, Ditchficld, once of many merchants
who had extended eredit to the Enterprise informed
~ Swickhimer that 2 mectig of ereditors was held and it was
decided that under no circumstances. would further .credit

be extended until all accounts were paid in full. Thousands -
of dollars in wages were owed to the miners in addition to-

med Newmidn
" Hill for Charles A. Newman, who was for many vears ac-
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the store accounts. At the most crucial time Mrs. Swick-
himer was notified " that she had won $4,000.00 in a
Louisiana lottery. The money was used to pay a few of the
smaller accounts, buy needed supplies for the mine and
purchase food for some of the miners in an effort to en-
courage them to continue working. In a last desperate
effort to raise more money Mrs. Swickhimer is said to have -

* offered to .pawn her diamonds ard jewelry. This was never

necessary; the-shaft had reached a depth of 262 feet where
the contact encountered contained 15 inches of ore as-

- -saving $300.00per ton in silver and gold. _ )
...~ The discovery of contact ore in the Enterprise shaft -
B .7 ¢ provided a key to the ore deposits on Newman Hill. The. -~
"~ In- 1879 Charles H. Carpenter. staked ‘a.claim on the .. -
‘west face of Telescopé: Mountain and named it the

Enterprise Mining Company was organized and. a major - -
development program employing two hundred men was .
instituted. 'The Company soon became the largest pro-

- ducer of ‘ore in the Rico District, and was. looked upon’ -
- ~as the hub- of all- mining operations. )ohrj;'B.‘;Far,ris_h: _
examined the Enterprise group of mines for Posey and.
- Crawford :in, September 1891 and the fifteen claims: were .

ought for:$1,250,000:00 ‘cash. -

A, boom! that ‘would last for six years was sparked w

“the annouricemient. of the strike in the Enterprise Shaft. .

"Hardlv noticeable at-first, it gained momentum‘each year

s:indicated
at:period: .

the following. dollar productio

1887 $ 300.000.00

1888 '750.000.00
1889 . 800,000.00
1890 950,000.00
1891 1,250,000.00
1892 -2,533,050.00

The forcgoing figures represent the total production
rcported from the Rico District in the vears shown and
of information is ‘cons‘idcr'(_:(]_ rcliable. . L

From ‘the Rico -News of Junc -18, 1892, Morrish. and
Coughlin: *“I'hc Enterprise vein: Devcloped for over 3,000
fect along the vein and 300 feet high. Four-fifths of this ,

--are used here for comparative purposes only. The source

~-ground has not vet been touched. Vein will average 15

mches in width for the length. cxposed, 3,000 x 300 fect.

- The or¢ is clean and runs high in gold and silver,”

Before the turn of the centurv the ores mined in the

- Rico District were of neeessity upgraded and Kept clean

because of transportation costs. Fven after the railroad
rclicved the problem of transportation the custom of up-

“grading and shipping the orcs in sacks was continucd by

somce producers; B
* Many times in the history of Rico mention is made of

“the Grand View ‘Smclter, Pasadena Smelter, Lixiviation -

Works, Rico Samipling Works, Rico Concentration Works

~ and other concentrating plants,

The Grand View Smelter, most often rcferred to, op-
crated for four vears in the carly 80’s under cight diffcrent

~ mianagers. During the winter. of 189091 it was again op- -

crated on_orces from the Pigeon and other mines on
C. H. C. THIl. From its beginning the smclter managc:




Horsce Culch from C HC. Hill, Rico District, Dolores County, Colorado (1900) Pubhshed as plate 38 in U. S Ceologm]

- Survey Armual Report 22, pt , 1901,

ment was plaguced with labor and financial troubles. When

operation was finallv discontinued it reportediy was be-
ciuse espenses were slwass greater thamn receipts.

Reports on reduction and coneentration plants in the
Rico District ‘prior to 1906 arc mcager, inconclusive and
somctimes noncxstent: their ofhicieney appears question-

. able, thus no attempt 18 made on details of their operation.

The boom of the Rico Thstuct was accelerated wath the

- armval of the Rio Graide Southern: Railroad in 1891, As-
" sessed valuation duning the vear was raised from SH80,-

000.00 to ST30,000 00, ln 1592 morc than $150,000.00 was

spent on building construction withim the town; con- -
- structed of stone and prossed brick were  the ‘Dolores

Countv Courthouse, Rico State Bank, Rico- Hardwarc,
post officc. \lasomc Hall, Dey Building, Burlev Block,
Rico Mercantile and @ feir room school. l hc school build-

mg was demolished i the 50 and a new four room cle-

mentary school was built: the other buildings remain.

Business and professional firms numbered 75 in a ccnsus
taken i mid-summer 1892, Of 59 opcrating mines in the
District cleven were shipping five or more ten-ton cars of
orcmonthiy. They were:

Rico Enterprise 150 cars  C. H. C. Group 10 cars
Rico Aspen 75cars  World’s Fair 5 cars
Gen. Logan 60 cars  Cobbler 5 cars

Photograph va L. Ransome, U.S. Gedogxcal 'Sturvey

_ Black Hach S50 cars Eurcka S cars

M.M.P. - 10cars  LEighty-Eight — Sep
Newman 10 cars

It may be notc“orth\ ‘to mention that net smelter e
turns on 75 tons of orc from: the Aspen approximately
cqualed that of 100 tons of ore from the Enterprise; life

-wise. the net returns ‘on five tons of ore from the Worlds

Fair cqualed 10 tons of ore from the M. M. P.
Mines operating in the Rico District' were employing

-1,800 to 2,000 men; four freight trains cach day were e

quired to - transport ore and supplics. Four passenger
trains arrived dailv with mail and cxpress and people from

-all walks of lifc. Fourtcen hotels were filled to- capacity

cach night; the lush Enterprise Hotel with 62 rooms found
it nceessary to usc its sample display room for sleeping
quarters. Rico had reached her zenith.

Repeal of the Sullivan Silver Purchasc Act, instigated

. b\ President Grover Cleveland in 1893, shattered the future

of mining camps and plunged the peoplc of the Silver
Statc into financial chaos. Within months four thousand
inhabitants dwindled to 2,500; the decline continued and
in 1900 the census count listed 811 men, women and
children. In 1903 the Entcrprisc Hotel was totally de
stroyed by fire; sixty percent of the business houses were
forced to suspend opcration and in 1907 the Rico State
Bank David Swickhimer, Pres., went into receivership-




New Mexico GeoLogicaL SocieETy—NINETEENTH FiELp CONFERENCE 93

jowing a period of inactivity, encouragement came . The Rio Grande Southern Railroad had struggled
ol when the Knight Investment Company of Salt - through the years; builder Otto Mears had done his job ~ -
19 Utah reopened the Wellington and Mountain well, but receiverships and F. C. A. loans failed to make.

. 1913 ‘
lLﬂk.c Clrtyn’in‘es on C. H. C. Hill. The operation continued the continued operation of the road profitable. Bought by
"SI’";HgSq]:q and resulted in the production of a fabulous the New Orleans Salvage Company for scrap in 1953, most

aritil it ade copper ore. o  of the equipment was resold piecemeal. Presently much of
gmount ?;u}:l%l:ﬁ vears 511) h the population listed at 212, the old (r]ailgoad grade is a part of Colorado State Highway
AT pellet and Mis. Elizabeth E. Pellet reopened 145. - | .
Robe? ]coﬁ and Yellow Jacket mines on Nigger Baby Hill. In 1946 the granger population of Dove Creck in the
thc‘F.‘ac uired more property and were successful in inter- west end of Dolores County had succceded in getting the
- Thet 2logicia]s of the International Smelting and Refining County Seat moved from Rico. Loss of the County Seat
shing av in a development and mining program.. The and the scrapping of the Rio Grande Southern Railroad
»Cf)mff\lﬁhmg and Reduction Company entered the Dis- deprived Rico of two most important assets.
Rico nder the supervision of Stanley Walker; George Rico and the entire region had undergone revolutionary
md'uc reopened the Unien Carbonate Mine. The Inter- changes but much of the potential of the old camp re-
Coum;ﬂ §.:and R. Company operated the Shamrock and mains. A cross section of the District is indicative of the
""“&? Tunnels and the Atlantic Cable Shaft; the Pro Patria struggle Rico is making to retain its identity as a mining
l’(?]f] Jocated on West Mantz Avenue was renovated and the town. - ] .
m itv increased to 250 tons per day. Five years of pros- Rico, 1968: Population, 400;” Government, Mayor and
Ca »AC. were enjoved before the stock market crash of 1929 six-member Board of Trustees; Fire Department, volunteer,
Cnt"a the mines. 16 members, F-8 Ford 500-gallon 3-stage pumper, chem-
Clo]ii)bcrt L. Pcllet and Associates acquired the properties icals, ambulance. The Fire Department and Town Marshal
 the International S. and R. Company at the beginning are under the supervision of the Mayor and Town Board;
Of the depression and operated the Pro Patria during the Churches, Catholic, Presbyterian Community, First Bap- -
20-‘9 with a crew of thirty men. The St. Louis Tunnel was tist, Mormon; Mining, Rico Argentine Mining Company,-~

sspudded in” in 1930 and driven to a depth of 6,000 feet (Sherman B. Hinckley, Pres. and General Manager; Orval
mnder the direction of Duance M. Kline, General Manager L. Jahnke, Supt. Offices: Burley Bldg., Rico and 605
: }or the St. Louis Smclting & Refining Company. Employ-  Kearns Bldg,, Salt Lake City, Utah. Seventy-five to eighty

ment dropped to thirty-five or forty workers and the pop- ©  employees; 150 tpd flotation mill operating three shifts
glation of Rico dwindled to less than three hundred six days per week; capacxty'productlon constant.), Jones
persons. - Mines (Myron L. Jones, Rico. Under development. Pro-
AMr. C. T. VanWinkle and the J. A. Hogle Investment duction of lcad-zinc ore containing silver and gold pres-
Company of Salt Lake City rcorganized the Rico Argen- ently being stockpiled awaiting complction of repairs to
tine Mining Company and in 1937 opcration of the the Sx]vel.’ Bpl] Mill at Ophir, Colorado. Delivery of 50 tpd
Blainc Tunnel, located two miles up Silver Creck, was to the mill is expected to begin on or before September 1,
started with a crew of three men. A large body of lcad-zinc 1968.); other, enc gencral store, modern; one six unit
ore was developed: in 1938 a new 135 ton per day flotation motcl, ncw; two service stations; onc bar & cafe; cne drive
mill was built on the propertv. Operations were extended, in restaurant, new; one package liquor storc; two 3/2 beer
and by 1945 the Rico Argentine Mining Companv had © outlcts. :
increased their holdmgs in the Rico District from an ap- The community is served by Drs. Merritt, Lowther and
roximate 240 acres to more than 3.000 acres. Mr, Van- Davis of Dolores and the Southwest Mcmorial Hospital,
Winklc retired in 1945 and was succeeded as President and Cortcz. , .
General Manager by Mr. Sherman B Hincklev. Some op- The old problem of transportation will be solvéd with
crations of the Company were curtailed in the fall of 1948 the complction of Colorado Highway 145 scheduled for
and a crew of over 200 men was reduced to less than fifty early fall; micro-wavc tclephone service recently installed on
workers. ‘ : East Elliot Strect, Rico, and a relay station on Expcctation
A sulphuric acid plant designed for 150 ton per day Mountain will resolve the difficultics of unsatisfactory
capacity was constructed at the site of the St. Louis Tun- communications. -
ncl one mile north of Rico i 1953, Opcration of the acid The demand fer silver and the incrcase in price has
plant was continucd during and following the Uranium stimulated’ ncw intcrest in mining. Plans for increased
Boom: the plant was closcd down and partially dismantled ~ mining activity in. the Rico District arc gaining momcn-
n October 1964. S L tam the outlook is bright and the futurc may be rewarding.






